
OLVER LAUDS MART FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE  Administrator Mohammad Khan Received Leadership Award from U.S. Secretary of Transportation

  
  Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) lauded Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MART) under the leadership of Administrator Mohammed Khan for being chosen to receive the 2005 "United We Ride" National Leadership Award from the Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility.

   U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta presented the award to Khan on May 24 at the Americaís Center Convention Complex in St. Louis, Missouri.

  The award was given in recognition of Khan's work in meeting the needs of transportation-disadvantaged individuals throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  MART is one of only five organizations nationwide that will be recognized this year for exemplary coordination of transportation services for older adults, people with disabilities and individuals with lower incomes.

     "Mo Khan has been a strong force for progressive, efficient public transportation," Olver said.  "Mo has made outstanding contributions to his community with humility and integrity.  It is through his vision that MART has been able to serve so many individuals with quality, reliable transit services.  He is truly one of our nation's community leaders and is worthy of our thanks."

  Congressman Olver formally recognized Khan and MART in Fitchburg today.  Khan was presented with a framed copy of Olver's congratulatory remarks, which were entered into the Congressional Record.  The event was held at 2 p.m. at the MART parking facility.

  Through Khan's leadership, MART was specifically recognized for its Brokerage Services Program, a service that contracts with approximately 160 private sector vendors to provide more than 11,000 rides a day. MART handles nearly $50 million in brokerage services providing 2.7 million trips a year, which represents about 70 percent of Massachusetts' brokered services.

    MART's major goals are to reduce costs per trip and increase shared rides, while maintaining high quality service. Since its inception, this service has been able to provide transportation at about 25 percent less in cost than the average of all other brokerage services combined in Massachusetts.

  MART also operates a bus system with 22 fixed routes and uses its 150 vans and paratransit vehicles for special services. The agency provides 3,000 rides a day through its regular van service programs. MART also offers an innovative transit alternative to elderly residents by providing each council on aging within its service area with a wheelchair-lift equipped van. 
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